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Introduction

Indian literature boasts a rich and diverse collection of
novels that have captured the hearts and minds of readers
around the world. From epic tales to poignant stories of love
and loss, Indian authors have created a treasure trove of
literary gems. In this article, we will explore the top 5
Indian popular novels that have left an indelible mark on the
literary landscape.

1. “The God of Small Things” by
Arundhati Roy

Arundhati Roy’'s debut novel, “The God of Small Things,” is a
masterpiece that won the Man Booker Prize in 1997. Set in the
southern state of Kerala, the novel delves into the lives of
twins Estha and Rahel, exploring themes of love, caste, and
societal norms. Roy’'s lyrical prose and intricate storytelling
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make this novel a must-read for anyone interested in Indian
literature.

2. “Midnight’s Children” by Salman
Rushdie

Salman Rushdie’s “Midnight’s Children” 1is a magical realism
novel that tells the story of Saleem Sinai, who is born at the
exact moment of India’s independence. The narrative weaves
together historical events with fantastical elements, creating
a rich tapestry of India’'s post-colonial history. Rushdie’s
vivid imagery and imaginative storytelling make this novel a
true literary masterpiece.

3. “A Suitable Boy” by Vikram Seth

Vikram Seth’s “A Suitable Boy” 1is a sprawling epic that
follows the lives of four families in post-independence India.
At its heart is the story of Lata, a young woman torn between
her family’s expectations and her own desires. Seth’s detailed
character development and vivid descriptions of Indian society
make this novel a captivating read.

4. “The White Tiger” by Aravind
Adiga

Aravind Adiga’s “The White Tiger” is a darkly humorous novel
that offers a searing critique of India’s class divide. The
story is narrated by Balram Halwai, a chauffeur who rises from
poverty to become a successful entrepreneur. Adiga’s sharp wit
and biting social commentary make this novel a thought-
provoking exploration of modern India.
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5. “The Palace of Illusions” by
Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni

Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni’s “The Palace of Illusions” 1is a
retelling of the ancient Indian epic, the Mahabharata, from
the perspective of its female protagonist, Draupadi. Through
Draupadi’s eyes, Divakaruni explores themes of love, loyalty,
and the role of women in society. This novel offers a fresh
and feminist perspective on a timeless tale.

Conclusion

These top 5 Indian popular novels showcase the incredible
diversity and talent of Indian authors. From exploring complex
social issues to reimagining ancient myths, these novels have
captivated readers with their compelling narratives and rich
storytelling. Whether you are a fan of literary fiction or
simply looking for a good book to read, these Indian novels
are sure to leave a lasting impression.
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