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Introduction  to  PMJUGA  and  Its
Objectives
The Pradhan Mantri Janjatiya Unnat Gram Abhiyan (PMJUGA) is a
pivotal initiative launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Gandhi Jayanti, aimed at fostering socio-economic development
in tribal-dominated villages across India. The program serves
as a comprehensive framework to address the unique challenges
faced by tribal communities, promoting an inclusive approach
to  rural  development.  Recognizing  the  diverse  cultural
heritage  and  socio-economic  circumstances  of  these
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populations,  PMJUGA  seeks  to  empower  tribal  households  by
enhancing their livelihood opportunities and improving their
overall quality of life.

One of the primary objectives of PMJUGA is to elevate living
conditions  in  tribal  areas  through  targeted  interventions.
This includes the development of essential infrastructure such
as roads, housing, sanitation, and access to clean drinking
water. Furthermore, the initiative emphasizes the need for
social  service  improvements—specifically  in  health  care,
education, and skill development—to enable tribal populations
to achieve sustainable progress. By focusing on these critical
areas, PMJUGA aims to bridge the gap between urban and rural
living  standards,  thus  facilitating  a  more  equitable
distribution  of  resources  and  opportunities.

In addition to improving infrastructure and services, PMJUGA
places a significant emphasis on the empowerment of tribal
communities.  This  involves  fostering  self-reliance  and
resilience  through  skill  development  programs,  financial
literacy  initiatives,  and  support  for  entrepreneurial
ventures. By promoting the participation of tribal individuals
in  various  economic  activities,  PMJUGA  aspires  to  enhance
their access to markets and income-generating opportunities.
Overall, the initiative underscores the Indian government’s
commitment to uplifting marginalized communities and ensuring
their  rightful  place  in  the  nation’s  socio-economic
development  trajectory.

Key  Features  and  Budget  of  the
Initiative
The Prime Minister’s Jan Jatiya Unnati Gati Shakti Abhiyan
(PMJUGA) aims to significantly enhance the quality of life for
tribal communities across India, with a particular focus on
Jharkhand.  This  ambitious  initiative  is  backed  by  a
substantial  budgetary  allocation  of  Rs  79,156  crore,
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demonstrating the government’s commitment to alleviating the
socio-economic  challenges  faced  by  over  63,000  tribal
villages.  The  funds  will  be  strategically  utilized  to
implement a variety of developmental projects that cater to
the essential needs of these communities.

One of the primary features of PMJUGA is the improvement of
housing conditions for tribal families. The allocation will
support  the  construction  of  durable  and  cost-effective
housing, ensuring that families have access to safe living
environments. In addition to housing, the program prioritizes
rural  transportation  enhancements,  critical  for  connecting
these villages to nearby markets and urban centers. Improved
transport infrastructure will facilitate the movement of goods
and services, thereby contributing to local economies.

Moreover,  the  initiative  focuses  on  providing  essential
services, including access to clean water, sanitation, and
electricity.  These  fundamental  services  are  vital  for
promoting health and well-being in tribal areas. Furthermore,
PMJUGA plans to establish tribal market centers, schools, and
health units. These establishments are designed to empower
tribal communities by improving educational opportunities and
healthcare access, ultimately fostering a holistic approach to
community development.

In summary, PMJUGA is not merely a financial investment but a
comprehensive  strategy  to  uplift  tribal  communities  in
Jharkhand  and  beyond.  The  commitment  to  a  multi-faceted
approach ensures that the benefits of this initiative will be
felt in every aspect of life, fostering sustainable growth and
development in tribal regions.

Significance  of  the  Launch  Event
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and PM Modi’s Address
The  launch  event  of  the  Pradhan  Mantri  Jan  Jatiya  Uthan
Abhiyan  (PMJUGA)  at  Vinoba  Bhave  University  is  a  pivotal
moment  in  the  context  of  national  tribal  policy.  This
initiative aims to elevate the living standards of tribal
communities across India, especially in states like Jharkhand,
where tribal populations form a significant demographic. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s interaction with representatives from
33  tribal  groups  during  this  event  underscores  the
government’s commitment to inclusivity and the recognition of
tribal rights. By engaging directly with these communities, PM
Modi emphasizes the importance of their local customs and
traditions,  thereby  fostering  a  sense  of  belonging  and
empowerment amongst the tribal populace.

Modi’s  address  at  the  event  was  not  merely  a  formality;
rather, it was a carefully crafted speech aimed at resonating
with  the  aspirations  and  challenges  faced  by  the  tribal
communities. He highlighted the government’s ongoing efforts
to  bridge  the  development  gap  that  has  historically
marginalized  these  groups.  His  emphasis  on  education,
employment, and healthcare resonates deeply within Jharkhand’s
tribal regions, where these are pressing issues. Furthermore,
Modi’s messages regarding self-sufficiency and the importance
of preserving tribal culture align with the BJP’s broader
campaign strategies in the state.

This  event’s  significance  extends  beyond  mere  policy
announcement; it symbolizes a broader political strategy to
reassure  the  tribal  electorate  of  the  ruling  party’s
commitment  to  their  welfare.  The  juxtaposition  of  Gandhi
Jayanti, a day of reflection and action, with the launch of
PMJUGA further amplifies the commitment to social justice and
upliftment. Through this approach, the Prime Minister not only
addresses  current  issues  but  also  seeks  to  inspire  a  new
vision of development that is inclusive and respectful of the
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rich heritage of India’s tribal communities.

A Historical Context and Previous
Initiatives
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s relationship with the state of
Jharkhand  has  been  pivotal  in  shaping  various  national
initiatives  aimed  at  uplifting  marginalized  communities,
particularly tribals. Over the years, he has visited Jharkhand
multiple times, each visit serving as a platform to unveil new
programs catering to the socio-economic development of the
region. One of the notable initiatives launched during his
past visits is the Ayushman Bharat Yojana, aimed at providing
health insurance to low-income families. This scheme had a
significant impact on improving access to healthcare services
for the tribal population, fostering a healthier community
that can contribute more effectively to the economy.

Additionally, the Kisan Maandhan Yojana, introduced by Prime
Minister Modi, targets the agricultural sector with a focus on
securing the financial stability of farmers—including those in
Jharkhand. By ensuring a pension scheme for farmers aged 60
years and above, this initiative recognizes the vital role
that agriculture plays in sustaining the livelihoods of rural
families. Such programs underscore the government’s commitment
to enhancing the well-being of tribal communities by directly
addressing their economic concerns.

The initiatives launched by the Prime Minister from Jharkhand
demonstrate a consistent effort to improve living conditions
and empower local populations. This historical context serves
as a foundation for understanding the significance of the
current visit, which aims at furthering these objectives. Each
program  reflects  a  broader  vision  of  inclusive  growth,
ensuring  that  marginalized  groups  do  not  remain  on  the
periphery of national development. As Jharkhand continues to
be  a  focal  point  for  several  significant  government
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initiatives, it is clear that the region plays a crucial role
in  the  overarching  narrative  of  India’s  socio-economic
evolution.
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