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Pahari Mandir, located in the picturesque hilltop of Ranchi,
the capital of Jharkhand, is a temple dedicated to Lord Shiva.
Perched at an elevation of 2140 feet above sea level and 350
feet above the ground, this temple offers breathtaking views
of the entire Ranchi city. To reach this sacred place, one
must  climb  468  steps,  a  journey  that  is  both  physically
challenging and spiritually rewarding.

The Pahari Mandir holds a significant place in the hearts of
Shiva devotees, particularly during the auspicious month of
Shivaratri and Sawan. It attracts a large crowd of worshippers
who come to seek blessings and offer their prayers to Lord
Shiva  in  the  form  of  a  linga.  The  serene  ambiance  and
panoramic vistas from the hilltop make it a truly enchanting
experience.

The history of the hill temple of Ranchi is as intriguing as
it is fascinating. Before India gained its independence, the
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temple was under the possession of the British. Shockingly, it
was here that they used to hang Freedom Fighters. The temple
was known as “Tiriburu” in those times, but its name changed
to “Hanging Garry” due to these dark events. However, after
India’s independence, the temple took on a new significance.

Pahari Mandir became the first temple in the country where the
tricolor, the Indian national flag, was hoisted. This historic
moment took place on Independence Day, when a brave freedom
fighter  named  Krishna  Chandra  Das  of  Ranchi  hoisted  the
tricolor in honor of the martyred Freedom Fighters. Since
then, every year on Independence Day and Republic Day, the
tricolor  is  proudly  hoisted  alongside  religious  flags,
symbolizing  the  unity  of  the  nation  and  its  spiritual
heritage.

A  stone  within  the  hill  temple  bears  a  powerful  message,
etched into its surface on the midnight of August 14 and 15,
1947. This message serves as a reminder of the hard-fought
freedom that the country achieved, and the sacrifices made by
countless  individuals.  It  stands  as  a  testament  to  the
indomitable spirit of the Indian people and their unwavering
determination to secure a brighter future.

The Pahari Mandir, situated 7 km away from Ranchi railway
station, is not only a place of worship but also a symbol of
the country’s rich history and the struggle for independence.
As visitors ascend the steps to the temple, they can feel a
sense of reverence and awe in the air. The panoramic view of
Ranchi city from the hilltop is simply breathtaking, offering
a serene escape from the hustle and bustle of everyday life.

Whether it is the spiritual journey of seeking blessings from
Lord Shiva or the historical significance of the tricolor
being hoisted, Pahari Mandir holds a special place in the
hearts of both devotees and patriots. It is a place where
faith and history intertwine, reminding us of our roots and
the values we hold dear.
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Visiting Pahari Mandir is not just about climbing steps and
admiring the view; it is a chance to connect with something
greater than ourselves. It is an opportunity to reflect on the
sacrifices of the past and the aspirations of the future. So,
if you find yourself in Ranchi, make sure to pay a visit to
this sacred hilltop temple and experience the divinity and
history that it embodies.
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