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Katyayani: The Slayer of
Mahishasura

Katyayani is an aspect of Mahadevi and is known as the slayer
of the tyrannical demon Mahishasura. She holds a significant
place among the Navadurgas, the nine forms of the Hindu
goddess Durga, who are worshipped during the festival of
Navaratri. Depicted with four, ten, or eighteen hands,
Katyayani is a powerful and fierce warrior goddess.

The Name and Associations

Katyayani 1s the second name given to the goddess Adi
Parashakti in Amarakosha. In Shaktism, she 1is closely
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associated with the fierce forms of Shakti or Durga, which
also include Bhadrakali and Chandika. Traditionally, she 1is
linked with the color red, just like Parvati, the primordial
form of Shakti. This association is mentioned in Patanjali’s
Mahabhashya on Panini, written in the 2nd century BCE.

Mythological Origins

The mention of Katyayani can be found in the Taittiriya
Aranyaka part of the Yajurveda. According to the Skanda
Purana, she was created out of the spontaneous anger of the
gods, which eventually led to the slaying of the demon
Mahishasura. Katyayani rode into battle on a lion, showcasing
her fierce and courageous nature.

The annual Durga Puja festival in India celebrates this
occasion and honors Katyayani’s victory over evil. Her
exploits are described in the Devi-Bhagavata Purana and Devi
Mahatmyam, which are part of the Markandeya Purana attributed
to Sage Markandeya Rishi. These texts were written in Sanskrit
around the 4th to 5th century CE.

Devi Katyayani
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Presence in Other Traditions

Over time, Katyayani's presence was also felt in Buddhist and
Jain texts, as well as several tantric texts, especially the
Kalika Purana from the 10th century. The Kalika Purana
mentions Uddiyana or Odradesa (0Odisha) as the seat of
Katyayani and Jagannath.

Spiritual Significance

In Hindu traditions 1like Yoga and Tantra, Katyayani 1is
associated with the sixth Ajna Chakra, also known as the third
eye chakra. This chakra is located in the center of the
forehead and is believed to be the seat of intuition and
higher consciousness. By concentrating on this point during
meditation or spiritual practices, one can invoke Katyayani’s
blessings and tap into her fierce energy.

Katyayani represents the strength and determination needed to
overcome obstacles and conquer evil. Her story serves as a
reminder that with courage and devotion, one can triumph over
any challenge. During Navaratri, devotees invoke Katyayani's
blessings and seek her guidance in their spiritual journey.

Whether it is through her depiction as the slayer of
Mahishasura or her association with the Ajna Chakra, Katyayani
continues to inspire and empower individuals on their path
towards self-realization and spiritual growth.
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