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Jaisalmer Fort, located in the city of Jaisalmer, Rajasthan,
is a remarkable historical site that has stood the test of
time. This ancient fort, built in 1156 AD by the Rawal Jaisal,
is  not  only  a  magnificent  structure  but  also  a  living
testament to the rich history and culture of the region.

One of the unique features of Jaisalmer Fort is that it is
considered a “living fort,” with nearly one fourth of the
city’s population still residing within its walls. This makes
it one of the few forts in the world that is home to a
thriving  community.  Walking  through  the  narrow  lanes  and
bustling  markets  inside  the  fort,  you  can  experience  the
vibrant atmosphere and witness the daily lives of the people
who call this place home.

With a history spanning over 860 years, Jaisalmer Fort has
been the heart of the city for centuries. It served as a
strategic stronghold on important trade routes, including the
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ancient Silk Road. The fort’s location at the crossroads of
these trade routes contributed to the prosperity and cultural
exchange in the region.

The fort is made of yellow sandstone, giving it a distinctive
golden hue. During the day, the walls of the fort shine like a
tawny lion, blending seamlessly with the surrounding desert
landscape. As the sun sets, the fort takes on a mesmerizing
honey-gold  color,  creating  a  breathtaking  sight  that  has
earned it the name “Swarn Durg” or “Golden Fort.”

Another name associated with Jaisalmer Fort is “Sonar Quila”
or “Golden Fortress.” This name became popular among tourists
after the renowned Bengali filmmaker Satyajit Ray shot his
film “Sonar Kella” (Golden Fortress) within the fort’s walls.
The film showcased the architectural beauty and historical
significance  of  Jaisalmer  Fort,  further  enhancing  its
reputation.

Situated on Trikuta Hill, amidst the vast expanse of the Thar
Desert,  Jaisalmer  Fort  offers  a  panoramic  view  of  the
surrounding landscape. Its dominant hilltop position makes the
fortifications visible from miles away, adding to its grandeur
and allure.

In  recognition  of  its  historical  and  architectural
significance, Jaisalmer Fort, along with five other forts in
Rajasthan, was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2013.
This prestigious honor highlights the importance of preserving
these magnificent structures for future generations.

Visiting Jaisalmer Fort is like stepping back in time. As you
explore the narrow alleys, visit the Jain temples, and admire
the intricately carved havelis (traditional mansions), you can
feel the rich heritage and cultural legacy that permeates
every corner of the fort.

Whether you are a history enthusiast, an architecture lover,
or simply someone seeking a unique and immersive experience,
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Jaisalmer Fort is a must-visit destination. Its captivating
beauty, rich history, and vibrant atmosphere will leave you
with memories that will last a lifetime.
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