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Introduction to Indian Crime
Thrillers

The genre of crime thrillers in Indian cinema has experienced
a remarkable resurgence, particularly with the advent of OTT
(Over-the-Top) platforms. These digital streaming services
have provided a unique space for storytelling, allowing for a
more nuanced exploration of themes that resonate deeply with
audiences. The popularity of Indian crime thriller web series
can be attributed to several factors, including intense
storytelling, multifaceted characters, and an artful blend of
suspense and drama.

At the heart of these series lies a compelling narrative that
keeps viewers on the edge of their seats. Indian crime
thrillers often engage with complex plotlines that intertwine
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the personal lives of characters with larger social and
criminal issues. This duality enriches the viewing experience,
prompting audiences to reflect not only on the unfolding
mystery but also on the underlying societal implications. The
narratives commonly feature protagonists that are flawed yet
relatable, making them central to the emotional engagement of
the storyline.

Moreover, the combination of suspenseful twists and intense
drama has proven to be particularly captivating. The genre
frequently employs unexpected plot developments and
cliffhangers that leave viewers eager for the next episode.
Through proficient scriptwriting and direction, crime
thrillers masterfully balance elements of intrigue and
psychological tension, ensuring that the viewer’s experience
is not only entertaining but also thought-provoking.

In recent years, Indian crime thrillers have begun to capture
the attention of global audiences as well. This increase in
international viewership can be attributed to high production
values, innovative storytelling techniques, and the universal
appeal of crime narratives. As a result, these series have
emerged as a significant contribution to the global crime
thriller landscape, showcasing the richness of Indian

storytelling and its potential to resonate beyond geographical
boundaries.

Criteria for Selection

In determining the top 10 Indian crime thriller web series,
several key criteria were employed to ensure a comprehensive
evaluation. The first factor considered was viewership

ratings. High viewership often indicates a compelling
narrative that resonates with audiences, making it a critical
metric in assessing a series’ popularity and reach within the
crowded OTT landscape.

Critical acclaim is another essential criterion. This involves
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looking at reviews from experts and critics within the film
and television industry, as well as awards and nominations the
series may have received. A web series that garners praise for
its storytelling or technical execution typically stands out
in a competitive genre 1like crime thrillers. Furthermore,
audience reception plays a pivotal role, as it reflects both
the emotional and intellectual engagement viewers experience.
Platforms often provide user ratings and comments, granting
insights into how different demographics perceive the series.

Originality of the plot is also a significant consideration.
Innovative storytelling in crime thrillers can elevate a
series above 1its peers, providing a fresh perspective that
captivates the audience. This originality is often enhanced by
well-developed characters. Character development is crucial in
crime thrillers, as nuanced portrayals can amplify tension,
deepen conflicts, and create viewer investment in the outcome.

Moreover, the influence of production quality, including
cinematography, sound design, and overall execution, cannot be
overlooked. High production values contribute to the immersive
experience characteristic of compelling crime dramas. Lastly,
direction and performances from the cast play a critical role
in bringing the narrative to life, as skilled direction can
elevate even a simple storyline into a gripping experience.
Together, these criteria create a robust framework for
selecting the must-watch offerings in the realm of Indian
crime thrillers on OTT platforms.

1. Sacred Games

Streaming Platform: Netflix

Synopsis: Based on Vikram Chandra’s novel, Sacred Games
intertwines the lives of a Mumbai police officer, Sartaj
Singh, and a notorious gangster, Ganesh Gaitonde. The series
explores themes of corruption, religion, and the dark
underbelly of the city.
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Notable Cast: Nawazuddin Siddiqui, Saif Ali Khan, and Radhika
Apte.

Awards: Received multiple awards, 1including the 46th
International Emmy Awards nomination.

2. Paatal Lok

Streaming Platform: Amazon Prime Video

Synopsis: Paatal Lok delves into the grim realities of the
caste system in India through the eyes of a disillusioned cop
investigating a high-profile case. The series highlights the
intersection of crime and socio-political issues.

Notable Cast: Jaideep Ahlawat, Neeraj Kabi, and Gul Panag.

Awards: Won the Best Drama Series at the 2021 Filmfare OTT
Awards.

3. Mirzapur

Streaming Platform: Amazon Prime Video

Synopsis: Set in the lawless town of Mirzapur, this gripping
tale follows the rivalry between two families, ensnared in a
world of crime, drugs, and power dynamics within the local
mafia.

Notable Cast: Ali Fazal, Pankaj Tripathi, and Shweta Tripathi.

Awards: Nominated for various awards, becoming a significant
cultural phenomenon.

4. The Family Man

Streaming Platform: Amazon Prime Video

Synopsis: This action-packed series features a middle-class
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man who secretly works for an intelligence agency. The
juxtaposition of family life and national security presents a
thrilling narrative.

Notable Cast: Manoj Bajpayee, Priyamani, and Sharib Hashmi.

Awards: Won several accolades, including at the Filmfare OTT
Awards.

5. Delhi Crime

Streaming Platform: Netflix

Synopsis: Inspired by true events, Delhi Crime investigates
the aftermath of the 2012 gang rape case in Delhi, focusing on
the police’s attempt to bring the criminals to justice. This
poignant narrative addresses systemic issues within society.

Notable Cast: Shefali Shah, Rasika Dugal, and Aakash Dahiya.

Awards: Won the International Emmy Award for Best Drama Series
in 2020.

6. Bhaukaal

Streaming Platform: MX Player

Synopsis: This series follows the story of an honest police
officer determined to clean up a crime-ridden area controlled
by gangs. The exploration of fear, power, and redemption
encapsulates the essence of the crime thriller genre.

Notable Cast: Mohit Raina, Bidita Bag, and Abhimanyu Singh.

Awards: Acclaimed for its authentic portrayal of law
enforcement.
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7. Special Ops
Streaming Platform: Disney+ Hotstar

Synopsis: This espionage thriller centers around a RAW
operative’s quest to nab the mastermind behind a series of
terrorist attacks in India. The gripping narrative is entwined
with real-world events.

Notable Cast: Kay Kay Menon, Karan Tacker, and Vinay Pathak.

Awards: Recognized widely, including Best Series at the
Filmfare OTT Awards.

8. Asur

Streaming Platform: JioCinema

Synopsis: Blending mythology and forensic science, Asur
investigates a series of brutal murders linked to ancient
Indian myths. The captivating plot challenges conventional
beliefs.

Notable Cast: Arshad Warsi, Barun Sobti, and Ridhi Dogra.

Awards: Garnered appreciation for its innovative storyline and
performances.

9. Typewriter

Streaming Platform: Netflix

Synopsis: Focused on a group of children attempting to capture
a ghost, this horror thriller unravels secrets surrounding an
eerie mansion. The series plays with fear and suspense,
appealing to a wide audience.

Notable Cast: Purab Kohli, Arjun Mathur, and[]] -000000 0O0OO0OO0O.
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Awards: Nominated for various accolades, particularly for its
unique premise.

10. Rangbaaz
Streaming Platform: ZEE5

Synopsis: This series tells the story of a notorious gangster
and his rise to power in the criminal underworld of Uttar
Pradesh. The intricate portrayal of loyalty, ambition, and
betrayal highlights the human element in crime.

Notable Cast: Saqib Saleem, Ravi Bhatia, and Aakanksha Singh.

Awards: Gained critical acclaim for its storytelling and
performances.

Conclusion: The Future of Indian
Crime Thrillers on OTT

The Indian crime thriller genre has experienced significant
growth and transformation within the OTT 1landscape,
captivating audiences with its intricate plots and compelling
characters. As streaming platforms continue to proliferate,
the possibilities for storytelling in this genre seem
boundless. The advent of advanced streaming options has
enabled creators to experiment with narrative structures,
production quality, and thematic depth, leading to a richer
viewing experience for the audience.

As we look to the future, it is anticipated that Indian crime
thrillers will further evolve. Viewers can expect a blend of
traditional storytelling methods and innovative approaches
that incorporate contemporary social 1issues, psychological
complexity, and technological advances. This shift signifies
not just a change in pacing and structure but also an enhanced
focus on character development and moral ambiguity, which
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resonates with the audience’s demand for relatable stories
within a framework of suspense and intrigue.

Moreover, the rise of regional content will likely diversify
the genre even further, bringing unique cultural elements and
perspectives to the forefront. With various dialects and
settings, creators can explore narratives that reflect local
sensibilities while still appealing to a wider audience. This
evolution presents an exciting opportunity for both seasoned
writers and newcomers to showcase their skills, thereby
enriching the overall tapestry of Indian storytelling.

As the digital entertainment landscape continues to evolve,
the excitement around Indian crime thrillers on OTT platforms
presents both challenges and opportunities. Audiences should
remain engaged, ready to discover fresh narratives that test
the boundaries of the genre. The commitment of creators to
push these limits suggests a promising future for Indian crime
thrillers, inviting viewers to immerse themselves in thrilling
new series that thrive in this dynamic era of content
consumption.
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